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Miscellaneous 
The koala plant and related monickers 

E. Charles Nelson 
Outwell, Norfolk, England  

“Monicker ... slang. Also monacer, moniker, monniker. 1851. [Origin unkn.] A name.” 
 
I’ve just spent a snowy Christmas (northern 
hemisphere!) week trying to make sense of some 
names: a perfectly worthy occupation, you will 
say, for someone who calls himself a taxonomist! 
Yes! — but the thing is I have been unable to 
achieve a sensible outcome, because these names 
are beyond The Pale of taxonomy as we know 
and love it. The ICBN ignores them, and the 
ICNCP declines to become involved: “The 
formation and use of common, colloquial, or 
vernacular names of plants are not regulated by 
the Code” is its opt-out Principle 7. No wonder: 
angels fear to tread this path, but I’m not one of 
those ethereal beings, so here goes ... 
 
What a mess, or, at least, that’s the impression I 
gain from what is available to me on-line about 
just one Australian genus: Adenanthos. There 
are, I must say, some splendid Australian 
botanical web-sites. Given the genus, I found 
CALM’s FloraBase easy to use and quick, and it 
contained the information I wanted — and as far 
as Adenanthos is concerned there isn’t much to 
grouse about. The South Australian herbarium’s 
website obviously was on holiday or strike, as it 
would not respond when I wanted it to. I didn’t 
go any further east. And, there are, of course, 
hundreds of other web-sites that appear 
magically when the one word “Adenanthos” is 
Googled (not cricket!); it seems the genus has 
been spreading far and wide since I last saw one 
in the wild. (By the way “adananthos” produced 
3 hits; “adenenthos” 2 hits; “adenanthus” 153 
hits because it is a perfectly proper specific 
epithet yet a handful were actually about 
Adenanthos! I didn’t try any other misspellings.) 
 
The common name for Adenanthos is, so 
CALM’s FloraBase tells me, stick-in-jug. Quite! 
I probably knew that but had forgotten and can’t 
recall where I might have seen it last millennium. 
No matter, Googling the three words, in that 
special order hyphenated or not, leads straight to 
the portals of CALM — and nowhere else. It’s 
there in black-and-white at Web ref. 1. So why is 
that monicker (see above!) never used for any of 
the species? 
 
The variant jugflower (62 hits) or jug flower 
(two words: 252 hits, but Google “adenanthos” 
too and the number drops to 61 because all sorts 
of jug + flower sites vanish) is evidently more 
popular: jugflower (A. obovatus); coastal j. (A. 

cuneatus); hairy j. (A. barbiger); Scott River j. 
(A. detmoldii); yellow j. (A. detmoldii). 
 
The other monicker that recurs on FloraBase is 
woolly bush (as two separate words) or 
woollybush (one word). This name is one of 
long-standing and I think it probably had its 
origins in the Albany area; certainly that’s where 
I heard it used most frequently in the early 1970s 
by the local wild-flower enthusiasts. But there is 
a BIG problem with woollybush/woolly bush: 
it’s difficult to get the spelling of woolly right. 
How many o’s and/or l’s are there? If you’re 
American you can very correctly omit the second 
l. The Internet has at least these variants: wolly, 
woolly, wooly and even woolley (Murdoch 
University website). The first is the more 
entertaining because if you append “bush” and 
exclude sites containing “adenanthos” and then 
overlook the catalogue of Coromandel Native 
Nursery (Coromandel East SA 5157), you will 
find yourself face to face with the frightful 
George Dubya. 
 
But back to the plants: woolly bush, as two 
words, is A. sericeus according to FloraBase, 
while as a compound word it is found (on at least 
one website, but not necessarily FloraBase) in 
tandem with Albany (A. × cunninghamii, A. 
sericeus); coastal (A. sericeus); common (A. 
cygnorum); Fitzgerald (A. dobagii); little (A. 
argyreus); prickly (A. acanthophyllus); prostrate 
(A. × cunninghamii, A. meisneri); tall (A. 
sericeus); and, velvet (A. velutina). Adenanthos × 
cunninghamii is also sometime called 
woollybush (without any qualifying epithet). 
 
FloraBase provides two other well-attested 
common names: basket flower (A. obovatus) and 
hairy glandflower (A. barbiger). A quaint 
dichotomy occurs, by the way, in the use of 
gland-flower (hyphenated) or gland flower (two 
words) (never glandflower!): these are restricted 
to the eastern states where the endemic species 
are Kangaroo Island g-f. (A. macropodiana) (but 
not, I am reliably informed on the SA Herbarium 
website), and yellow g-f. (A. terminalis). 
 
Then there are the plants, mostly uncommon and 
gazetted as rare or endangered, which have 
recently been dowered with common names 
rather crudely made up from an English word or 
two tagged on to unitalicized Adenanthos: club-
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Designating types: private collections and destroyed specimens 
Robyn Barker 

State Herbarium of South Australia 
The following letter to the Taxacom discussion 
group indicates a problem that we usually don’t 
have to face. 

  
I'm an independent researcher for the University of 
Antwerp (this University has no Natural History 
collection). Regularly I make holotype descriptions of 
new fossil beetles, pseudoscorpions and scorpions from 
my personal amber collection. Besides there scientific 
value, the stones have a significant collector gemstone 
value, often over 1000 eur on the market, and they 
represent an important personal investment for me. Most 
museums are not willing to pay such amounts, I have had 
'offers' of 'maximum 50 euro-there-is-no-budget). A 
holotype description however requires a depository in an 
official museum collection, meaning that from the date 
of publication, the described fossil is no longer my 
property. I used to solve this with the phrase "the 
specimen is temporarily in the collection of Hans 
Henderickx, but will subsequently be deposited in the 
Museum National etc.", allowing me to keep and study it 
some more for at least some years. With the recent 
description of my fossil scorpion P. cenozoicus gen.n. et 
sp.n. I encounter a problem: already after a few weeks 
the Museum requests a rapid and definite archiving of 
the piece in their collections. Since I'm working on the 
descriptions of several other of my amber fossil new 
species, I'm facing that in the next few years, I have to 
'give away' the most important pieces of my amber 
collection, or stop studying and describing them. How 
can I solve this?  
 

This subject was raised as a problem recently for 
one of our Australian journals when it was asked 
whether the journal accepted publications in 
which the holotype was in a private collection. It 
was interesting that when opinions were sought 
from practising systematists those dealing with 
non-fossil plants recommended that such papers 
not be accepted since the Code recommends that 

holotypes be deposited in public herbaria. 
However those botanists dealing with fossil 
plants, who have had to deal with some of the 
issues facing the gentleman above, took a much 
more lenient view. Maybe bringing something to 
the notice of the scientific community might just 
happen to be more important than whether the 
type is in the hands of a private collector – and 
although every effort should be made to make 
something available in a public institution, this is 
not always going to be possible in such cases. 
Perhaps there could be a requirement for authors 
to justify why the type is from a private 
collection, what access there is to it, etc. Keeping 
track of something that is in a private collection 
and therefore liable to be sold may be seen as a 
difficulty, but in reality that is how all of the big 

erbaria in Europe began. h
  
On a slightly different note, but in a similar vein, 
in a recent paper, Conran & Christophel (2004) 
were unable to formally name a fossil seed due 
to the accidental destruction of the seed while it 
was being prepared for analysis. A photograph of 
the seed taken earlier under the light-microscope 
was all that remained after the accident. Since a 
photograph is not sufficient for designation as a 
holotype or lectotype – it must be a specimen 
(Art. 8.5, Greuter et al. 2000) – the authors 
designated the photograph as parataxon (Golden 
Grove Byblidaceae seed)1. 
References 
Conran J.G., Christophel D.C. (2004) A fossil Byblidaceae 

seed from Eocene South Australia. Int. J. Pl. Sci. 165: 691-
694. 

Web ref. 1. A draft glossary of terms used in 
bionomenclature. http://iop.biodiversity.org.uk/iopnews/ 
53f/5.htm 

 

Dates of publication of Ferdinand Mueller’s  
Fragmenta Phytographiae Australiae  

Alex George 
‘Four Gables’, 18 Barclay Road, Kardinya, W.A. 6163 

2Mueller’s Fragmenta (TL-2 6397) were 1

                                                           

                                                                               

published in 94 ‘fascicles’ on an irregular basis 
(as regards both number of pages and date of 
issue) between 1858 and 1882. For each, the date 
of publication has been taken as that printed at 
the foot of the last (signature) page of the 
fascicle, and is usually is cited as month, year. In 
a number of instances, a further level of 

1 parataxon , [pl.parataxa]: (unoff.) a taxon, usually of 
fossils, based on some part less than the whole organism; 
includes form genera (q.v.) of fossil plants based on 
dispersed spores, detached leaves, etc., names applied to 
individual fossil teeth, etc., and any ichnotaxon (a taxon 
based on the fossilised work or trace of an organism (e.g. 
footprints and other animal trails, bite marks in leaves) 
(Web ref.1).  

 
2 Slightly amended from Nomenclatural Forum 37: 270 (17 

March 2005), informally published at the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew.  
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rather than the first or last day of the month. For 
7 fascicles, however, a possibly more precise 
date is given by the addition of either ‘idib.’ or 
‘idibus’. This can only mean the ides (Latin Idus 
(a plural noun), ablative: idibus), which are the 
15th of March, May, July and October, and the 
13th of the other months. 
 
The dates for fascicles (cited as volume, fascicle) 
for which the ides are given are:  

2, 16 13 May 1860; 4, 24 13 Sept. 1863; 4, 28 
13 June 1864; 5, 31 13 April 1865; 5, 33 15 

July 1865; 5, 37 13 Feb. 1866; 10, 86 13 Feb. 
1877. 

 
In each volume of the Fragmenta except 12 
(which remained incomplete), there are pages 
after the last fascicle with such text as 
Additamenta, Index and sometimes captions. 
Only in volume 9 is there a signature page with a 
date (December 1875) for the Additamenta but 
the index is undated. In all other volumes there is 
no date and the pages are usually taken to have 
been published in the same year as the final 
fascicle of the volume. I am unaware if any more 
precise dates for these pages have been found. 

 

 

What’s new in phycology? 
Tim Entwisle 

Botanic Gardens Trust, Sydney 
The International Phycological Society, the peak 
industry group for scientists working on marine 
and freshwater algae, meets every four years. As 
with all major international congresses, their 
meeting provides access the latest research 
discoveries, as well as an opportunity to initiate 
and further collaborations.  
 
In the case of the 8th Congress, held in Durban, 
South Africa, in August this year, I also wanted 
to organise a workshop on freshwater red algae. 
This workshop brought together the world 
experts in this group for the first time. Briefly, 
red algae inhabit streams and lakes throughout 
the world and usually good indicators of good 
aquatic health. Until my recent work, we didn’t 
know what species we had in Australia. We now 
know that 80% of our 30 species occur only in 
Australia, or sometimes in New Zealand, and 
most appear to be of Gondwanic origin. 
 
While in South Africa, I also visited three of the 
national botanic gardens around Cape Town and 
the botanic garden in Durban. For those who tire 
easily of phycology I include a few notes about 
them at the end. 
Freshwater Red Algal Workshop 
Over one and a half days, five experts from 
USA, Brazil and Australia, plus observers from 
Czech Republic, Taiwan and Spain, assessed our 
current knowledge of freshwater red algae and 
identified gaps and opportunities. 
 
A major paper is planned for early 2006, 
synthesising the latest molecular data and 
proposing taxonomic changes at genus and 
family level. A series of follow-up papers will 
focus on key taxonomic groups such as the 
‘Australasian clade’.  
 
Taxonomic and geographic gaps in collecting 
were identified and the upcoming conference 
was to be used to encourage collaborations with 

scientists from Europe and Asia. Participants 
agreed to collect priority material from their 
region over the next year or so. We also decided 
to trial some new genes in addition to the three 
we are already using to try and get better 
resolution of the evolutionary tree structure 
above genus level. 
 
Specimens from around the world were 
examined under the microscope: some to confirm 
or provide identifications, others to compare 
species concepts. The discussions initiated at this 
workshop continued through into the following 
conference. 
Eighth International Phycological 
Congress 
Nearly 300 delegates from all regions of the 
world attended the meeting in Durban. The 
subject matter included invasive seaweeds, 
cultivation of algae for food, genetic studies 
(including the burgeoning field of ‘genomics’, 
relating genetic information to an organism’s 
form and function), ecology, and conservation.  
 
Some key findings and propositions (and a few 
interesting facts) from the presentations I 
attended: 
¶ I was chuffed to have confirmed that a paper 

on ‘historical biogeography’ published by 
myself and an American colleague Morgan 
Vis two years ago was the first algal paper to 
use evolutionary relationships to make 
hypotheses about the relationships between 
different regions of the world. This is partly 
because freshwater algae are easier than 
marine algae to relate to areas but also 
because robust evolutionary trees have not 
been available. 
Many research groups are looking for new 
genes to help resolve the ‘backbone’ of their 
algal trees. That is, the chloroplast gene rbcL, 
or the ribosomal genes 18S and 28S, resolve 
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Obituaries 
David Given (1943-2005):  

botanist, conservation biologist, author
After two major operations for cancer earlier in 
the year David Given died on 27th November 
2005. David was known to many Australian 
plant systematists through his work on Celmisia 
(Asteraceae) and ferns in particular, much of this 
while he was based at the herbarium in DSIR in 
Christchurch. He also had very broad interests in 
weeds, ethnobotany and rare plants. In later years 
(1997-2004) he chaired the global plant 
conservation committee of the World 
Conservation Union (IUCN) Species Survival 
Commission and was a regular contributor to 
Botanic Gardens Conservation International.  
 
For the last couple of years David had been 
curator of the Christchurch Botanic Gardens and 
he had just recently visited a number of 
Australian Botanic Gardens and given talks on 
his work there, before attending the CHABG 
meeting in Hobart.  
 
David was recently the recipient of the New 
Zealand Plant Conservation Network’s Lifetime 

Achievement Award for his outstanding 
commitment to New Zealand indigenous plant 
conservation, this work also being recognised by 
one of the collections of Wollemi Pines recently 
sold in the Sotheby’s auction at the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Sydney, being named in his 
honour (Web ref. 1).  
 
Accounts of David’s life and his achievements 
can be found on Web references 2 and 3, while a 
recent interview of David and his most recent 
work at the Christchurch Botanic Gardens can be 
seen in Web ref. 4.  
 

Web references 
1. www.scoop.co.nz/stories/SC0510/S00029.htm 
2. www.ccc.govt.nz/CityScene/2006/Summer/ 

NotedCouncilBotanistDavidGivenDies.asp 
3. www.comsdev.canterbury.ac.nz/canterbury/ 

Canterbury0402.pdf 
4. www.chabg.gov.au/chabg/newsletter/05-nov/BGANZ-19-

Dec-05-issue-13.pdf 

 

Barry Dangerfield, horticulturist and herbarium volunteer 
Many in systematics circles probably did not 
cross paths with Barry Dangerfield, but he was 
widely known in the horticultural community.  
 
In an era where people were more likely to stay 
in one place and with one employer, Barry 
differed through his work in a number of states 
and with a number of employers. Following 
study at the Burnley Horticultural College in 
1949-50, Barry was employed as a gardener at 
the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne (1951-
55), lecturer at the Burnley College of 
Horticulture (1955-58), field officer in the 
Department of Agriculture, Victoria 1959-60, 
tree advisory officer and then supervisor at the 
Botanic Gardens of Adelaide (1961-67), 
superintendent at the Albury Botanic Gardens 
(1967-70), assistant superintendent at the Royal 
Botanic Gardens Sydney (1970-75), curator at 
the Mt Coot-tha Botanic Gardens, Brisbane 
(1975-80), director of Parks & Recreation, 
Cairns (1980-81), superintendent at the Royal 
Botanic Gardens Sydney (1981-83), chief 
horticulturist at the Royal Melbourne Zoological 
Gardens (1983-85) and finally as grounds 
superintendent at the Flinders University of 
South Australia.  
 
Following his retirement in 1997 Barry became a 
stalwart of the Friends of the Adelaide Botanic 

Gardens and through this he became a quiet and 
valued volunteer over seven years in the State 
Herbarium of South Australia, slipping in when 
it suited to finish off a particular task and 
sometimes taking time to share a cup of tea and a 
bit of a talk, usually about plants. His major task 
over this period was the incorporation and 
rearrangement of our Eucalyptus holdings. His 
quiet and valued presence is now missing with 
his death in November 2005.  
 
A more complete obituary will undoubtedly 
appear in the Friends of the Adelaide Botanic 
Gardens Gazette, since Barry occupied a number 
of office-bearing positions, including President. 
 
It is particularly pleasing to be able to report that 
a small volume of Barry’s poetry was printed just 
before his death. It was from this that the history 
of his involvement with other institutions in the 
eastern states was gleaned. People constantly 
surprise us, the quiet ones usually more so! 
 
Reference 
Dangerfield, B. (Aug. 2005). The turn of the tide (Peacock 

Publications: Norwood, S. A) 81 pp. ISBN: 1921008199
 

Robyn Barker 
State Herbarium of South Australia 
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ABRS Report 
Applications for the 2006/2007 Grants closed on 
10 November 2005.  

Fungi of Australia 
Fungi of Australia: Septoria 
  

Applications for the current round of student 
bursaries will close on 10 March 2006. Algae of Australia 

Algae of Australia: Introduction  Algae of Australia: Nemaliales Enquiries about grant conditions or applications 
for any part of the Participatory Program should 
be directed to the ABRS Business Manager. 

Algae of Australia: The Green and Brown 
Macroalgae of Lord Howe Island and the Southern 
Great Barrier Reef  

The next meeting of the ABRS Advisory 
Committee will take place on 28–30 March 
2006.

 
ABRS Identification Series 
FunKey (Macrofungi of Australia): Key to Agarics 
(Lucid CD) Staff news 

Online checklists Following the completion of her contract at 
ABRS, Anna Monro has moved CPBR. The ABRS website hosts checklists of the 

lichens of Australia (and the island territories) 
(Web ref. 1) as well as one for liverworts and 
hornworts (Web ref. 2). We will launch a 
checklist of mosses in the first half of 2006, thus 
providing a combined resource of publication 
details and distributional and bibliographic 
information for more than 5000 Australian 
lichens and bryophytes. 

Recent Publication 
Fungi of Australia: Hygrophoraceae, by 
A.M.Young.  

STPublished by ABRS and CSIRO Publishing (21  
Oct 2005). 
ISBN 0 643 09195 5. 
250 × 176 mm (B5), vi + 179 pages, 60 colour 
plates, 51 black and white plates, 92 maps, index, 
glossary, bibliography. Hard cover, section 
stitched.  

 
Also in 2006, we intend to link high quality line-
art and colour photos to 500 names in the lichen 
list. If readers of the Newsletter have attractive 
digital colour photos of named or currently 
unnamed lichens we would certainly like to see 
them with a view to making low-resolution 
versions available in our checklist. Please contact 
Pat McCarthy at ABRS. 

Available at AUD90 from CSIRO Publishing. 
 

The family Hygrophoraceae (Agaricales) 
includes some of the most beautiful examples of 
gilled fungi. Many species are brilliantly 
coloured, and their shapes are exquisitely 
symmetrical. For this reason, species are 
frequently noticed in the field, and some have 
been depicted in early published accounts of 
fungi. 

 

Web ref. 1. www.anbg.gov.au/abrs/lichenlist/ 
introduction.html 

Web ref. 2. www.anbg.gov.au/abrs/liverwortlist/ 
liverworts_intro.html  

Pat McCarthy This authoritative account, richly illustrated with 
colour photographs and line drawings, 
documents 92 species and infra-specific taxa of 
the four Australian genera, Hygrophorus, 
Camarophyllopsis, Humidicutis and Hygrocybe. 
Those areas studied most intensively lie to the 
east and south of the Great Dividing Range in 
southern Queensland, New South Wales, 
Victoria as well as Tasmania. A comprehensive 
introduction to the family is followed by 
identification keys to genera and species and 
detailed descriptions of each taxon.  

Patrick.McCarthy@deh.gov.au 

ABRS Bursaries 
Closing dates  

10 March and 10 September each year. 
 
Open to postgraduate students in Australian 
institutions to travel to conferences relevant 
to both the student's systematics or 
taxonomy research programme and the Aim 
and Objectives of the ABRS.  Forthcoming Publications 
 Flora publications that we hope to see published, 

or significantly progressed, by the end of 2006 
include: 

A maximum of $1000 for international 
conference and $500 for travel within 
Australia.  

  Flora of Australia For guidelines, application forms and 
conditions: see  Volume 2 

Volume 44 A (Grasses) www.deh.gov.au/biodiversity/abrs/admin/training 
/index.html#bursaries Volume 51 (Mosses 1) 
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Negating the title of the chapter, there are then 
two further sections, the first a discussion of 
trees that shut down during severe continental 
winters and the second on high-latitude 
coniferous forests.  
A love-hate relationship – plants and animals  
I found this a strange title and a rather strange 
chapter. The scene is set for the topic of 
adaptations which protect plants with an account 
of the damage done by predators. Strategies used 
for protection include hairs, spines, thorns, 
chemical defences, mimicry, ants and, perhaps, 
mites in domatia. Had the chapter ended here I 
would have been happy but it then moves into a 
4-page account of how seed plants reproduce, a 
15-page account of the complexities of flower 
pollination, 10 pages on the pollinators, 15 pages 
on fruit and seed dispersal and finally 4 pages on 
the plants that eat animals. Any one of these is a 
chapter in itself. While it might (just) have been 
appropriate for the first part of the chapter, the 
title of this chapter which appears as a footer on 
each of the right hand pages and is the only 
indication of the overall theme, is misleading 
through-out this second section, particularly as 
wind and water pollination and dispersal are also 
covered here.  
Mostly hidden relationships – plants, fungi and 
bacteria  
Another strangely titled chapter, the purpose of 
which is rather obscure. Having pointed out that 
fungi and bacteria are not plants, the chapter 
begins with a general account of the fungi, more 
particularly in their relationships to plants as 
pathogens and mycorrhiza, then an account of 
lichens, bacteria and viruses 
 
I hadn’t realised that nitrogen-fixing bacteria, 
usually associated with legumes, were also found 
in liverworts, Azolla, Gunnera and cycads, 
reputedly in the last in special roots whose tips 
emerge above the ground (p. 275). Without any 
further information and without any references I 
resorted to a websearch which came up with a 
site (Web ref. 2) that confirmed this information 
(with the possible exception of the root tips of 
the cycads emerging above the ground) and also 
said that the cyanobacteria in Gunnera are found 
at the base of the petioles.  
Plant evolution through the ages – an overview.  
A fairly traditional text-book account of the 
evolution of plants finishing with some plant 
groups showing adaptive radiation in Hawaii 
(Campanulaceae, Asteraceae and Metrosideros) 
and New Zealand (Hebe).  
 
My initial thought was that the text didn’t do 
justice to the magnificent photographs. To some 
extent that thought has been modified since; the 
topic is just so vast that no one person or book 
could adequately cover it. However it still has to 

be said that the text reads more like a publication 
of the 1980’s and this is possibly because this is 
the time-frame from which many of the 
relatively few references come.  
 
Supporting referencing would have been good – 
in a number of cases I ended up ‘Googling’ to 
check a statement that I didn’t feel comfortable 
with e.g. mangrove distribution, fire hazards of 
skirts of dead leaves around the trunks of trees. It 
would have been nice to confirm the account of 
the germination of a 237 year old seed from a 
herbarium specimen of Nelumbo nucifera in the 
Natural History Museum in London after water 
damage in 1940 – no doubt it is recorded 
somewhere; in a quick search of the web I found 
that the oldest recorded germination of these 
seeds is actually 1300 years, although it would 
appear that the products of such germinations are 
abnormal (Web ref. 3).  
 
There are some statements which are quite 
wrong “ There are about 500 species of 
Eucalyptus…The wattles have numbers of 
species comparable to Eucalyptus” (p. 285) and 
some where the take-home message hasn’t been 
made; for example, under epiphytes the three 
different modes of photosynthesis are discussed 
briefly without making the linkage to the 
epiphytic habit where many of these plants 
exhibit CAM or C4 photosynthesis and on p. 207 
the statement is made that “a wide range of 
animals have been using plants as their larder for 
so many millions of years that it is perhaps 
surprising that any plants still exist” without any 
follow-up statement to suggest the balances 
required in these relationships.  
 
I have already mentioned the magnificent 
photographs interspersed throughout the text. In 
those pages lacking headings or photographs it 
might have been better to have broken up the text 
a little more with boxes of information. The 
inappropriate titles for some of the chapters have 
also been mentioned together with their use as 
running footers – in most of these cases the 
subtitles would have been much more 
informative and one suspects that they made way 
for the shorter and “sexier”, if inaccurate, titles.  
 
So in conclusion, this is one of those books that 
at first glance you can just enjoy the 
photography, at second glance you can dip into 
areas of interest and learn something, but feel 
that you are mostly familiar with the content, and 
if you then take a third glance you will probably 
find bits and pieces that will arouse your interest 
and send you diving off to look up further 
information elsewhere, as above – and in so 
doing you come across other interesting bits and 
pieces – like a video of a hummingbird 
pollinating a flower (Web ref. 4). And perhaps 
that is what this sort of book is all about.  
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2. http://academic.reed.edu/biology/Nitrogen/Nfix1.html Web references 
3. http://abstracts.aspb.org/pb2002/public/M19/0969.html 

1. www.deh.gov.au/soe/2001/coasts/ 
coasts01-1.html#mangroves 

4. http://mbgnet.mobot.org/bioplants/pollination.html 

 

Books 
Some recent and forthcoming publications from the West 

Soul of the Desert. By Philippa Nikulinsky & 
Stephen Hopper (Fremantle Arts Centre 
Press: Fremantle). 183 pp. ISBN1921064064. 

The Drummond Symposium. A review of 
the work of James Drummond, the first 
Government Botanist in Western Australia. 
Edited by S.J.J.F. Davies. Available at $60.00 from the The Wildflower 

Society Department of Environmental Biology, 
Curtin University of Technology, Bulletin No. 
27 (2005). 118 pp. ISSN 01583301.  

of Western Australia (Inc.) (see Web 
ref. 1).  

 
As in the earlier Life on the Rocks this is a 
combination of Philippa Nikulinsky’s remarkable 
artwork with Steve Hopper’s biological and 
historical notes on each illustration and longer 
essays on the four major desert habitats. Plants 
and animals are included, although there is 
probably a preponderance of plants; a number of 
smaller animal depictions are included amongst 
the text. There are about 70 full colour plates and 
trying to decide which painting is best is an 
impossible task; I particularly like those with the 
more delicate foliage, but, then again, there is a 
magnificent Brunonia plate.  

 
The papers of the Drummond Symposium held 
in Toodyay, Western Australia on August 27th, 
2004. These have now been published, but we 
have no details about price.  
 

Matthew Flinders and his Scientific 
Gentlemen: the Expedition of HMS 
Investigator to Australia, 1801–1805. Edited 
by J.Wege, A. George, J. Gathe, K. Lemson & 
K. Napier.  
Publ. by Western Australian Museum, Perth.  

 
 We are reliably informed that the long awaited 

volume resulting from the Investigator 200 
meeting in Albany in 2001 is now out, but we 
have yet to see a copy. We will bring you a 
review as soon as we can. 

Perth Plants: a Field Guide to the Bushland 
and Coastal Flora of Kings Park and Bold 
Park, Perth, Western Australia. By Russell 
Barrett and Eng Pin Tay. Publ. by Botanic 
Gardens & Parks Authority, Perth.  
SBN 0876479078.  

 
Web ref. 1. http://members.ozemail.com.au/~wildflowers/ 

Ebooks.html Available for $44.90 through the The 
Wildflower Society Robyn Barker of Western Australia 
(Inc.) (see Web ref. 1).  
 

We have a copy of this impressive book for 
review.  
 

Conference report 
Brisbane 2005 conference 

The two-day ASBS Conference Plant Sys-
tematics in Australia; where is it going?, held in 
Brisbane at the beginning of November, was well 
attended. Congratulations to the organizers, 
particularly Wayne Harris, for doing a great job 
with very little notice; the meeting had originally 
been planned for Perth but when this proved to 
be impossible, Brisbane, celebrating their 150

The day opened with a consideration of 
Directions for plant systematics with 
presentations by Gordon Guymer and Brendan 
Lepschi (for he and Judy West).  
 
Darren Crayn (NSW) gave a well balanced, for 
and against, presentation on DNA bar-coding, 
the balance clearly coming down on the for side 
(we hope to be able to bring you this in a future 
newsletter).The future is clearly closer than we 
think and since this is one area that may well 
have the ability to drive systematics research for 
the future we need to embrace it. 

th 
birthday of the Gardens and herbarium, stepped 
into the fray.  
 
The venue was the very comfortable auditorium 
of the Mt Coot-tha Botanic Gardens.  

 30









Australian Systematic Botany Society Newsletter 125 (December 2005) 

We were probably all a little bit apprehensive 
about how the class might be presented and how 
we might cope, but we need not have been 
concerned. Dick turned up with 20 pages of 
handouts taken from classes he had presented 
elsewhere; these formed the basis of the class.  
 
The day was divided into four sessions, the first 
dealing with names (how to spell them; 
determining gender; formation of epithets from 
personal names; correctability of epithets; 
autonyms; comb. nov. and nom. nov.; author 
citations, including how to deal with “in” and 
“ex” and some facts about cultivar names). A 
break for tea and then into effective and valid 
publication, determining whether names are 
legitimate or not and how to work out whether 
the name used is correct. Some examples were 
provided to work through and here came our first 
challenge – I’m the slow and methodical type 
who likes to work carefully through names and 
dates with pencil in hand, preferably in a quiet 
room, and would most definitely not have 
survived any Darwinian selection for rapidity of 
response – but maybe those who responded so 

quickly had employed the tea break in a more 
effective way. Then a further challenge to apply 
what we had learned throughout the morning – 
this time a list of names in which we had to spot 
the errors – much easier!  

Fig. 4. Participants in the Nomenclatural Master Class. Right to left, In rows from the back:  
Tony Bean, Annette Wilson (obscured), Ainlsie Calladine,  Mohammed Fatemi, Dale Dixon, Louise 
Hucks, Raelee Kerrigan, David Maynard, Bryan Simon, Ian Cowie, Nigel Fechner, Megan Thomas, 
Michael Bayly, Tony Orchard, Tom May (obscured), Jeremy Bruhl, Nanette Hooker;  
Kelly Shepherd, Michelle Waycott, Russell Barrett, Michelle Casanova, Hannah McPherson, Lachlan 
Copeland, Betsy Jackes; 
Paul Forster, Kirsten Cowley, Darren Crayn, John Hodgon, Ian Telford, Zoe Smith, Helen Vonow John 
Dowe; 
Andrew Craigie Robyn Barker, Ailsa Holland (partly obscured), Dick Brummitt, Kristina Lemson, 
Wayne Harris, Laurie Jessup  
Greg Guerin, Molly Whalen, John Clarkson,  Gordon Guymer, Rod Henderson, Ashley Field  
Ron Booth (kneeling), Peter Bostock,  Bill Barker                                                     Ph. Peter Bostock 
Bottom. Dick Brummitt at the podium                                                                          Ph. Jeremy Bruhl 

 

In the afternoon types of specific and 
infraspecific names occupied the first part of the 
session. It was interesting to note that types were 
one of the last introductions to the Code 
(introduced in the Cambridge 1930 Code, 
although they had been used unofficially in the 
American Code since 1904) and the first use of 
the red folder for indicating type specimens 
appears to have been at Kew during the Second 
World War. Conservation and rejection of names 
was discussed briefly before a further quiz 
testing the concepts covered during the day.  
 
For the last session we were all interested to hear 
of the nomenclatural outcomes from the recent 
Congress and something of the work of the 
committees from someone heavily involved. 
Dick has a forthcoming paper on the workings of 
the Committee Structure, which he made 
available for participants in the workshop. Any 
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participant wanting a copy needs to contact 
Wayne Harris directly for a hard copy since they 
were unable to produce a .pdf version small 
enough to be sent electronically.  
 

enclature is often perceivedNom  as being dry 
and systematists as people who spend 
unnecessary time in agonizing over whether 
there should be an extra letter in an epithet or 
whether the epithet should have a different 
spelling or ending. It’s true we do spend a lot of 
time trying to get it right (2 full days this week 
on Rosa wichuriana/wichuraiana/wichurana and 
Wahlenbergia litticola/littoricola), but with the 
ever increasing use of databases and the need for 

uniformity of spellings, both within Australia 
and globally, it behoves us to apply the rules of 
nomenclature as best we can, always 
remembering that there are always exceptions. 
This was a much less threatening way to be 
introduced to the concepts than by wading 
through the rules and trying to apply them in 
isolation. I would hope that Dick might find 
Australia attractive enough to be persuaded to 
run such a workshop again in another part of this 
continent and that more of the membership is 
able to experience one.  

 

 

Robyn Barker 
State Herbarium of South Australia 

Coming meetings 
th ndCheeseman Symposium 20 –22  November 2006 –  

a symposium to celebrate the centenary of the first edition of  
Cheeseman’s Manual of the New Zealand Flora (1906) 
heeseman symposium will celebrate the 10The C

New Zealand and Rar

                  

centenary of Thomas F. Cheeseman’s Manual of 
the New Zealand Flora (1906). This symposium 
has arisen from Dr Henry Connor’s suggestion at 
the 2001 AGM of the New Zealand Botanical 
Society that we should celebrate in 2006 
Cheeseman’s life and times, his taxonomic work, 
his flora writing, and the centenary of the 1906 
publication of the first full treatment of the New 

Zealand flora by a resident 
botanist. 
 

heeseman (1845-1923) C
was the Auckland Institute 
and Museum botanist and 
sole curator for 50 years 
(1874-1923). He was one 
of New Zealand’s greatest 
botanists, and the first 
with a New Zealand 
education. During his 
career, Cheeseman 
described over 130 species 
and three plant genera. 
Sixteen plant species from 

otonga are also named after 
him. He published the Manual of the New 
Zealand Flora (1906, 2nd ed. 1925) and 
Illustrations of the New Zealand Flora (1914), as 
well as countless scientific articles, primarily on 
botany, but also including zoology and 
ethnology. Cheeseman’s herbarium numbered 
some 10,000 specimens. He was elected fellow 
of the Linnean Society of London and received 
their prestigious gold medal in 1923. He was 
president of the New Zealand Institute in 1911 
                                         

e was 

ckland Museum in 
tanical Society, 
land Botanical 

oras and bioinformatics (to be 

¶ land flora systematics (indigenous and 

logeny and biogeography (keynote 

¶ te 

ctive biology (keynote 

and conservation 

p
min
( ) or Peter de 

al Plant Strategy, 

and later became a fellow; in 1918 h
awarded the Hector Memorial Medal and Prize. 
 

Venue: University of Auckland  
 

Details: Organised by Au

¶ 

¶ 

¶ 

collaboration with Auckland Bo
Landcare Research, New Zea
Society, New Zealand Plant Conservation 
Network, and University of Auckland. The final 
day of the conference is allocated to field trips.. 
 
Session headings 
¶ Early botanists (keynote speaker: Dr Henry 

Connor) 
¶ New Zealand fl

arranged) 
New Zea
naturalised) (keynote speaker: Dr Rob Smissen) 
Plant phy
speaker: Dr Leon Perry) 
Plant morphology, cytology and function (keyno
speaker: Dr Brian Murray) 
Pollination and reprodu
speaker: Dr Linda Newstrom) 
Science, conservation, 
management (keynote speaker: Dr Andrew 
Young) 

 

Pa er title and outline for oral presentation (20 
utes) are invited. Submit to Peter Heenan 

enanp@landhe careresearch.co.nz
Lange (pdelange@doc.govt.nz). 
 

The New Zealand Plant Conservation Network 
will offer some concurrent sessions on the 
mplementation of the Globi

Plant Propagation, and ex-situ conservation. If 
you are interested in receiving the third circular 
email your contact details to: 
mnlee@aucklandmuseum.com.  

10 This is a combination of information from the first and the 
December 2005 second circulars. 
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