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EDITORIAL

This issue, along with the last one, was produced
under some duress, since I have been in the process
of changing jobs. After 19 years in Tasmania I have
moved back to the place where it started for me, the
University of Adelaide. I expected to be moving to
my old department, but times have changed, another
Botany Department has disappeared from a
University, and [ am in a new department called
Environmental Biology. Having listened to all the
advice about moving I was sure I knew how
difficult it would be, but I didn’t. I am still
surrounded by full boxes and I am getting used to a
new system after too many years entrenched in a
different one. My apologies for the (slight) lateness
of this issue and for some errors that crept into the
last issue (not many of you picked them, or were too
polite to tell me). You should take note of our

forthcoming 100" issue of the ASBS newsletter. This
seems to be an event worth celebrating and I would
like to hear any ideas. If anyone would like to send
in reminiscences, or nominate particular highlights
that could be reprinted, please do so. We should be
proud of making 100 issues, and even prouder of the
fact that this is one of the few organisations where
the editor doesn’t have to beg for contributions. If
you need to contact me, my address details (which
are repeated later as well) are:

Professor Bob Hill .
Department of Environmental Biology
University of Adelaide

South Australia 5005

Email: Bob.Hill@adelaide.edu.au

PRESIDENT'S REPORT

We need you

I am very much in review mode at the moment. The
Plant Sciences Branch of the Royal Botanic Gardens
is about to be reviewed by an external review team.
At the same time, [ am raking through my personal
research plans trying to see what would be
appropriate in a new State and a new organisation.
On behalf of ASBS, I have been contributing to the
review of ABRS. In the next few years, there are
some important historical anniversaries to
celebrate, particularly William Dampier (1699) and
Robert Brown (1801-05), which challenges us to
review our scientific progress in Australia. And of
course the end of a millennium (whenever it may be)
brings its own bout of self analysis.

To the sound of long sigh I'm sure, I must hasten to
add that I don’t think ASBS needs a review.
However we are fast approaching the end of
another chapter, or maybe just a page or two. At the
end of this year, at Dampier 300: Biodiversity in
Australia in fact, my term as President expires. 5o
too does the term for our current treasurer. So we
need some new blood (or perhaps some reconstituted
old blood!).

I know this sounds like one of those Martin
Gardner puzzles, but the hard facts are these. John
Clarkson and I have reached the end of our six-year
terms on Council (and I have reached the end of ny
three-year term as President). Robyn Barker can
stay on council, and as secretary if she wants. Peter
Weston and Terry Macfarlane are eligible to
continue as councillors or to take up one of the
other positions. Barry Conn can do almost what he
likes, but will be encouraged to stand for president.

If my own experience is typical, many members will
feel that they are not qualified or experienced
enough to take on a leading role in the Society.
Others may feel they are overworked. Yet others
may think it is someone else’s turn. Whatever the
reason you think you can’t be involved, your
society needs you.

The treasurer’s job is usually a hard one to fill.
However the financial systems are now humming
along and just require some fine tuning every now
and then. John Clarkson will soon train you up. if
the reshuffling results in councillor positions being
vacated this is a great opportunity to see how the
council and the society works. We also need a new
someone to be but a heart beat away from the
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presidency (and meanwhile learn the ropes and take
on specific tasks such as coordinating the Eichler
Awards).

So much to do, and so many members, Email or phone
if you want to talk further about these
opportunities, and look out for the nomination
forms in this issue of the newsletter. The critical
positions are those of treasurer and vice-president.

Eichler Awards
It's time again to start thinking about this year’s
Hansjorg Eichler Scientific Research Fund

Applications. Due to the generosity of members,
including another major contribution from Mrs
Marlies Eichler, we will once again make available
more money this year than last. Through sound
financial management, and a healthy principal, the
Fund is firmly established and doing exactly what it
set out to do. And in case you missed it in the last
newsletter, contributions are now tax deductible.

Tim Entwisle

ASBS INC BUSINESS

Annual General Meeting

The Annual General Meeting of the Australian
Systematic Botany Society Incorporated will be
held in association with the Dampier 300

conference to be held in Perth from 6th to 10th
December, 1999.

Council Elections

In accordance with the Society's Constitution,
nominations are hereby called for all positions on
the Council for the 1999-2000 term of office:
President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and
two councillors. The current President, Tim
Entwisle, and Treasurer, John Clarkson, are not
eligible for re-election, but all other office-bearers
are eligible for re-election.

Each nomination must be proposed by two financial
members, and the nominee's acceptance of the
nomination must accompany the nomination form.
Nominations must be made on the form included in
this Newsletter or a facsimile of it. All nominations
must be in the hands of the returning officer (Robyn
Barker) by Friday 25th June, 1999.
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Nomination Form
Note: A separate nomination paper or facsimile of the same is required for each candidate.

We, the undersigned members of the Society, wish to nominate

for : President, Vice President, Secretary, Councillor.
(Please delete the offices that do not apply to your nomination)

First Nominator : Second Nominator
Name: Name: ....oumineenens
Signature: ......oooeveriiiiiiiiin Signature: .....oocvviviiiiiciniii

I hereby consent to my nomination for the position of

Signature: Date

Nominations must be in the hands of the Secretary by Friday, 25th June 1999.
Secretary: Mrs R.M.Barker,

C /- State Herbariiim of South Australia,

Botanic Gardens,

North Terrace, Adelaide, SA 5000.

Phone: (08) 8228 2348  Fax: (08) 8215 0078

Hansjorg Eichler Scientific Research Fund Applications

Applications to the Hansjérg Eichler Scientific Students, recent graduates and postgraduates will
Research Fund will close on August 31st 1999. be given preference. Applications will be assessed
on the quality of the applicant and the proposed
Applications are welcomed from all current project. The project should be clearly defined in
financial members of the Australian Systematic scope and preferably result in a publication.
Botany Society. The project must contribute to
Australian systematic botany, must be carried out The Grant Application Form is available from the
within Australia and the applicant must be attached ~ ASBS Web site
to an Australian research institute. http://155.187.10.12 /asbs/eichler / eichler.html
from where it can be saved as an electronic file, or
The maximum grant awarded will be $1000. Large from the Secretary of ASBS. Further information on
capital items will not be considered. the Awards will also be posted on the Web page.



Australian Systematic Botany Society Newsletter 98 (March 1999)

ABRS REPORT

Staff

Cheryl Grgurinovic returned to ABRS in mid-
February after her period on secondment to the
Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service.
Cheryl will be assisting Annette Wilson, in the first
instance, in editing the Acacia volumes.

Don Foreman has been appointed an Assistant
Scientific Editor on a term basis, until December,
backfilling Katy Mallett's substantive position
while she is managing the editing of the grass
volumes of Flora of Australia. Don will be assisting
with the grass volumes.

Anna Monro will be contracted for another short
period in March-May to provide additional
support for the grasses project.

Reorganisation of ABRS

As part of the reorganisation within Environment
Australia, ABRS is now part of the Natural
Heritage Trust and Bjodiversity Policy Branch.
This Branch has an Acting Branch Head, Mr Con
Boekel, pending the appointment of a number of
permanent SES officers. In this position he is of
course also, ex officio, Director, ABRS.

Internally, ABRS has now been restructured. There
are two Sections, Publication Section, headed by
Tony Orchard, and Strategies & Research Section,
headed by Dr Jean Just. All publication activities,
plant, animal, fungi, paper-based, Web-based and
electronic, come within the ABRS Publication
Section, while strategic planning, overall budgeting,
grants, international activities, and everything else,
comes under ABRS Strategies & Research Section.

Within Publication Section, the Flora Unit is headed
by Patrick McCarthy, who will be acting as
Executive Editor until the end of May. From June
until November 1999 this position will be filled by
Annette Wilson. Enquiries regarding the Flora of
Australia and related matters should be referred to
these two officers (email:
patrick,mccarthy@ea.gov.au (phone 02 6250 9447)
or, from June, annette.wilson@

ea.gov.au {phone 02 6250 9417)).

Publications

Flora of Australia Volume I Introduction (2nd edn)
was published on 2 March 1999, and is available
from CSIRO Publishing for $79.95. It consists of
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xxiv + 670 pages and is completely rewritten from
the first edition, with many new chapters, It is
intended to be a source book of information on the
taxonomy and related matters for the Australian
flora. Feedback so far has been most complimentary.

The Families of Flowering Plants of Australia. An
interactive Identification Guide, edited by Kevin
Thiele & Laurie Adams, is expected to be released in
April 1999. This will be the first venture of ABRS
into CD publication, and will comprise a LuclD key
to the families of Australian flowering plant
families, native and naturalised. It will include a
comprehensive illustrated glossary, text fields with
detailed family descriptions, others providing field
characters and lists of genera, and a total of over
1500 colour illustrations of representative taxa
from each family. The CD will be available from
CSIRO Publishing for $69.95. CSIRO Publishing
will also be offering a discount for those purchasing
both Flora vol. I and the CD - $120 for the pair. See
the CSIRO Publishing Website

(http:/ /www.publish.csiro.au/) for details on
ordering.

Species Plantarum. ABRS has been given the task of
editing and publishing this major new series, an
ambitious plan to produce, cooperatively with
botanists from many countries, a World Flora.
Species Plantarum is one of the initiatives of IOP],
the International Organisation for Plant
Information. Species Plantarum will have two
aspects, a hardcopy traditional Flora, based heavily
on Flora of Australia format, and an electronic face,
coordinated through the IOPI Checklist group. In
January 1999 the first parts of the hardcopy work
appeared: Introduction, a 91-page booklet
containing a description of the project, a guide for
contributors, a glossary, and a geographical scheme
for describing distribution; and Part 1, Irvingiaceae
by D.J. Harris, the first descriptive fascicle,
describing in 25 pages a family of 3 genera and 10
species from Africa and Asia. Copies of these two
booklets will be deposited in the main herbarium
libraries in Australia, and will be distributed gratis
to those volunteering to write future parts. They are
also available for purchase - A$20 for the pair,
from ABRS (cheque, postal order, Visa, Mastercard
or Bankcard only).

Flora of Australia Volume 17B. Hakea to Dryandra
was delivered to CSIRO Publishing in early March,
and should be available in May 1999.
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Other Activities

The ABRS Website at

http:/ www.anbg.gov.au/abrs continues to have
new information added. For some time now several
Glossaries from the Flora series (general glossary,
lichens, ferns & gymnosperms) have been available
on this site. We are now in the process of adding
many more illustrations to the main glossary,
adapted from the Families of Flowering Plants of
Australig CD. It is our intention to add, over the
next few months, some of the general chapters from
Flora of Australia vol. 1 to this site as well. By mid-
year we also hope to begin adding interactive
identification and information tools of various
sorts. Environment Australia is in the process of
redesigning all of their Websites, and once the
parameters of this are settled, the ABRS site will be
restructured in line with the corporate image.

Other new information on the ARRS Website
includes a major revamp of the Australian Botanical
Liaison Officer pages which should be of interest to
those contemplating applying for this position.

The results of the ABRS Client Survey are now in,
and are being evaluated. Already work has begun
on designing a marketing strategy, which is intended
to promote taxonomy as a core process in
biodiversity management, ABRS as a key institution
in taxonomic research at a national level, and the
products produced by ABRS in collaboration with
the wider taxonomic community.

Editing in Progress

The following volumes are well-advanced in the
editing process, and most should go to press during
1999, roughly in the order listed:

Flora of Australia Volume 17A, Proteacege 2-
Grevillea

Flora of Australia Volumes 11A & 11B, Acacia 1 & 2
Fungi of Australia Volume 15A, Hyphopodiate
Asterinaceae

Flora of Australia Volume 43A, Poaceae 1
Flora of Australia Volume 44, Poaceae 3

* Work is underway on an additional group of

publications, which will go to press in late 1999 or
early 2000:

Flora of Australia Volume 43B, Poaceae 2

Flora of Australia Volume 39, Alismatales to Arales
Flora of Australia Volume 51, Mosses 1

Flora of Australia Volume 2, Magnoliales to
Papaverales

Nature’s Investigator: The Diary of Robert Brown in
Australia 1801-7805

Fungi of Australia Volume 2B, Catalogue and
Bibliography of Australian Macrofungi 2

ABRS will also be publishing a number of works
over the next year or so, in collaboration with other
organisations. The following will be the first of
these, to be published early in 1999 jointly with the
University of Tasmania, Forestry Tasmania and the
CRC for Sustainable Production Forestry:

Flora of Australia Supplementary Series No. 8:
Vegetation of Tasmania.

Jointly with Forestry Tasmania, the Tasmanian
Museum & Art Gallery, the National Rainforest
Conservation Program, AMRAD, and the Chemistry
Department of the Australian National University
we will also be publishing the following in the first
half of 1999:

Flora of Australia Supplementary Series No. 9:
Lichens of Rainforest in Tasmania and South-Eastern
Australia.

Tony Orchard
Director, ABRS Publication Section
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ABLO REPORT |

Winter

As [ write the winter report I can look out over
Kew Green to see the daffodils in full bloom along
Birdcage Walk; only three weeks ago this area, like
the rest of Kew, had been covered with a light fall of
snow. There are no cars parked anywhere along
the road and workmen are busy completing two air

raid shelters and a gun emplacement forming part of

the set for Graham Greene's wartime novel The End
of the Affair’, being filmed here over the next week.

It is rumoured to star Ralph Fiennes and ] have
heard more than one Kew staff member talk about
their chances of getting a walk-on part.

Kew Buildings

Work continues slowly towards the opening of the
new entrance to the herbarium, on the east side of
the complex between Wings C and D. The current
issue has been how the stewards can monitor the
front gates at such a remove, and to this end a CCTV
was installed below my window last week,
however, | am not aware of a firm date for the final
closing of the current entrance.

New Director

As I'm sure many readers will already know, it was
announced in January that

"Professor Peter Crane has been appointed to
succeed Professor Sir Ghillean Prance as Director
of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, when Sir
Ghillean retires in July of this year.

Professor Crane is currently the Director of Field
Museum of Chicago and Vice-President of Academic
Affairs. He is also a professor in the Department of
the Geophysical Sciences at the University of
Chicago and a Fellow of the Royal Society in
Britain. British by birth and a botanist by training
he has worked for the last eighteen years in the
United States, seventeen of these at the Field. He is
44 years old and is married with two children.”

The full press release from the 12th January 1999
includes further biographical information on both
men and can be read at
www.rbgkew.org.uk/PRESS/newdir.htm .

Meetings

On the 16th December many Kew scientific staff
attended a 'Tropical Botany Day' hosted by the
Department of Botany at the BM. Over 100 people
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from both institutions attended to hear a range of
presentations focussing on the work of the two
agencies in tropical regions. Around fifteen posters
were also available to view in the foyer. This event
was planned to be the first in an ongoing series
encouraging closer ties between the two institutions
and an appreciation of the work undertaken by
each of them. The next is to be held at Kew during
sumimer.

I gave a lecture on the 27th January at the Natural
History Museurm, as part of the BM's botany
seminar series, on Western Australian Flora
Information Systems, which was well attended. Dr
Charles Hussey has been seconded to analyse the
BM's IS requirements and so comments on the
experience of specimen databasing in Australia
were keenly sought.

The following day I sat in on a meeting where
members of the IAPT at Kew ratified a joint
statement from three British institutions (BM, E, K)
regarding their dissatisfaction with the nominations
in the forthcoming IAPT elections. It was my
understanding that if the three institutions did not
get a positive response from the current IAPT
executive that they would call for the existing ballot
paper to be considered invalid and for a new ballot
with an amended list of candidates.

The joint statement can be found at:
mason.gmu.edu/~ckelloff /vfunk /britinsthtmi .
This page also contains links to the Alternative
IAPT web site which should be consulted if you
wish to find out about the most recent suggestions
on the ballot procedure. Clearly the IBC later this
year in St Louis is going to be interesting!

On the 23rd February I participated in one of three
tours led by archivist Lesley Price of the Kew
Archives, including the Kewensia room, the main
correspondence archives, public and private
records and the semi-catalogued remainder deep in
the herbarium basements. This was a much more
thorough introduction to the scope of the Kew
Archives than the library tour at the beginning of
my term and I would recommend it to future ABLO's
if it is available to them.



Australian Systematic Botany Society Newsletter 98 (March 1999)

Book Launch

On the 30th January Leonie and I were invited by
William Stearn to the launch of his latest book 'John
Lindley 1799-1865 Gardener - Botanist and Pioneer
Orchidologist’. This bi-centenary celebration
volume starts with a comprehensive biography by
Stearn, two lectures by Lindley himself as well as
contributions from Phillip Cribb, Christopher
Brickell, William Chaloner, Brent Elliott, Kathryn
Bridge, William Tjaden and J. Marguerite Allford.
A full review of the book can be found elsewhere in
this newsletter.

The launch was held at Professor Stearn's house in
Kew and catered for by his daughters, which is
worthy of note especially for the tarts made in the
shape of giant water-lily leaves and with a doll
atop, mimicking the illustration in the new book
(figure 8) of Sir Joseph Paxton's seven year old
daughter standing on a floating leaf of Victoria
amazonica (V. regia Lindley). A photo opportunity
not to be missed!

Professar WwW.T.

tearn

Visits and Visitors

It has been a quiet time over winter for visitors.
With the exception of my two children who came for
the Christmas break, I have only received visits from
Susan Dopson (Biodiversity Recovery Unit,
Department of Conservation, NZ) on 11th January,
and on the 2nd February from Dean Lewis, a
horticulturalist from Melbourne.

On the 16th February I visited Wakehurst Place to
talk with John Dickie and Roger Smith about the
Millennium Seed Bank and their plans for how the
Australian flora might be represented there. The
new building still looks most like a hole in the
ground and it was explained that construction is
behind schedule due to unexpected problems with
the bedrock composition, however, it is currently
due to be opened mid-2000.

T have now pretty much worked out the herbaria
which I can hope to visit over the next six months.
They are: TCD (March); MANCH, E (April); CBE,
LE (May); Z, FI (June); P, L (july) and MO (August).

On the 25th February I obtained a readers ticket for
the UK's Public Record Office, which is also in Kew
(but on the other side of the tracks) and spent the
best part of a day digging around in their enormous
archives for any records of the HMS Nymphe's
voyage to the Lacipede Islands (WA) in 1877, as
part of an inquiry. [ was extremely impressed by
how efficient and well-organised this resource was,
helped no doubt by a very new building and the use
of computerised document ordering and notification.
Nevertheless, the nature of this type of work and the
size of the material to wade through makes this
institution one to be visited warily by the ABLO, at
the risk of losing time for the many other enquiries.

And finally, I can announce that the daffodils [ was
admiring at the beginning of the report have just
been methodically harvested by the film crew,
apparently because they conflict with the season
required by the script! I understand they are to be
given to local nursing homes, so at least they are not
going to waste.

Alex Chapman
ABLO
March 1999
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Sir

The recording of common names in Floras is
understandably a minor concern for taxonomists,
but since my chosen field involves the use of plants -
by the Aborigines of southeastern Australia, I am
interested those Aboriginal names which have come
into use as common names.

There is an anomaly in the use of two Aboriginal
names for Solanum simile F.Muell. and Solanum
esuriale Lindl. In Ewart, 1930-1, Flora of Victoria:
1004, S. simile is called Qondoroo, and S. esuriale is
Quena, and these names have been given ever since
that time in all State floras and the Flora of
Australia vol. 29: 113, 137. Yet Palmer, 1884, when
recording names from Queensland, gave S. esuriale
as Oondoroo, and this was followed by Maiden
1889; also S. simile does not occur in Queensland
(Flora Aust. 29: 117). In 1882, Annie F. Richards, in
a vocabulary probably from Fowler’s Bay, in South
Australia, gave the name Quena to S. simile, and this
was also followed by Maiden.

The original confusion seems to have been Ewart’s,
and this is a nice example of how a mistake can be
spread in space and time once it gets into print.
Perhaps undoing it is now too late, but I would just
like to put this mis-attribution of Aboriginal names
on record.

References

Maiden, J.H. 1889. Useful Native Plants: 58, 59.
Palmer, E. 1883. Journal & Proceedings of the Royal
Society of NSW 17: 104.

Richards, A.F. 1882. Proceedings of the Royal
Society of South Australia 4: 136.

Dr Beth Gott

Hon. Research Associate

Dept of Biological Sciences

Monash University

Wellington Road, Clayton

Victoria 3168.

Email: Beth.Gott@sci.monash.edu.au (no
attachments please)

Dear Prof. Hill

The following are questions to which I've been
seeking answers for some years now without
success. With recent advancements in DNA studies
perhaps the answers are now possible.

Why are some taxa more variable than others?

It seems that none has yet identified or isolated the
factor or factors which give rise to (or which
inhibit or fail to give rise to) variation within taxa.
Such variations may well be ultimately responsible,
in advancing stages over long periods of time, for the
branching into various orders, families, genera and
species, subspecies etc.

In other words, is the capacity for variability a key
factor in producing evolutionary change (beyond
what may be caused by “chance mutations”)? Are
there genes for variability? Or could there be a
factor allowing genes to vary in some taxa and not
others? Or could there be certain environmental
triggers or catalysts to which some plants are more
genetically responsive than others?

Should the capacity for variability be seen as a
taxonomic character in itself? Or at least accorded
greater significance by taxonomists?

Yours sincerely

M. Wilson

[If anyone is prepared to provide answers to the
questions posed in this letter I will be very pleased

to print them in the next edition of the newsletter —
ed.
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ARTICLES |

The rediscovery of Trioncinia retroflexa (Asteraceae) in central Queensland

R.J. Fensham
Queensland Herbarium
Mt Coot-tha Road, Toowong Qld 4066

Description

Trioncinia retroflexa is a distinctive Australian
endemic perennial species in the daisy family
(Asteraceae) first described by Ferdinand von
Mueller in 1858 (Veldkamp 1992). It is the only
member of the genus Trioncinia that is related to
other herbaceous daisy genera such as Bidens and
Glossocardia commonly referred to as cobbler’s pegs
(Veldkamp 1992). It has dissected leaves very
similar in appearance to Glossocardia bidens.
However, the achenes are unmistakable with warty
transverse ribs and reflexed hooks that are
restricted to one half of the rim.

History of collection and recent survey
Trioncinia retroflexa was first collected by
Ferdinand von Mueller at ‘Peak Downs’ (Clermont
region), central Queensland in 1856. This was
prior to European settlement when Mueller, a
member of the Gregory expedition, was nearing
completion of an arduous trek from Victoria River
in the Northern Territory to Brisbane. The visit
was extremely brief and despite the exceptional
capacities of Mueller as a field botanist its
discovery suggests that the species must have been at
least locally common. The species was not formally
recorded again until 1935 when Stan Blake
collected it at Blair Athol on “black soil”.
Trioncinia has been overlooked in published
national and state lists of threatened plants.
However, it was listed as Presumed extinct by the
Queensland Herbarium rare plant database up until
1996 when it was relocated on a roadside near
Clermont (Clermont population) presumably in close
proximity to the 1935 collection.

The grasslands of the Central Highlands have been
extensively surveyed at 209 sites between 1995-
1997, including roadsides and grazed paddocks
(Fensham 1999). The Clermont population of
Trioncinia was the only site for this species located
during this regional survey. A detailed survey of
this population revealed that it spans about 900 m.

of road reserve both sides of the road and at the time
of initial survey in 1997 consisted of 892 plants.

Further intensive searching within the vicinity of
the Clermont population was conducted in February
1997. At the Clermont site Trioncinia was clearly
absent from adjoining grazed paddocks. Thus
further searching for other populations was
concentrated in the road reserves that are generally
lightly grazed by stock. 112 km of road reserve
were traversed by at least a single pass. As a result
of this search one extra population of Trioncinia
was located on a road reserve at “Glengowrie”
approximately 14 km to the north of the Clermont
population. This small population consists of about
50 plants and virtually all of these plants were
within the road reserve.

A third population of Trioncinia was discovered on
a roadside just to the north of Theodore in January
1998 and consisted of less than 50 plants. This site
is about 350 km to the south-east of the Clermont
population, and thus substantially increased the
known geographic range of Trionciniz. The habitat
of all current and historical populations of
Trioncinia is grassland downs on basalt soil. There
is little of this habitat north of the Central
Highlands study area. Potentially suitable habitat
is available for Trioncinia in the Darling Downs to
the south of Theodore. However, Fensham (1998)
has extensively surveyed the fragmented remaining
Darling Downs grasslands and failed to locate the
taxon. There is very little intact suitable habitat
between the Central Highlands and the Darling
Downs, and it is thus unlikely that the apparent
rarity of Trioncinia is a result of limited survey.

The roadside habitat of the known populations of
Trioncinia suggests sensitivity to the continuous
grazing regimes of paddocks. However, the
roadsides occupied by Trioncinia are particularly
vulnerable to disturbance resulting from roadworks
and herbicide.
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After the application of IUCN criteria it is proposed

that Trioncinia retroflexa be listed as Endangered
(criteria B, C).
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Notes on Hemisteptia lyrata (Asteraceae) and its Australian occurrence

A.R. Bean
Queensland Herbarium
Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha road, Toowong, Qld, 4066.

Hemisteptia is a monotypic genus in the Tribe
Cardueae, Subtribe Carduinae (Bremer 1994). It has
been included in the large genus Saussurea DC. by
some authors (e.g. Walker 1976). Hemisteptia lyrata
is an erect unarmed daisy growing to 1 metre high.
The leaves are alternate, deeply pinnatifid, green
above and white tomentose underneath, while the
terminal flower-heads are purple and without rays.
In the discussion below, no attempt has been made to
examine the taxonomy of the species. It has been
assumed that Australian and Asian plants are
conspecific.

Nomenclatural History

The nomenclature and authorship of Hemisteptia
Iyrata is not straightforward. The Russian botanist
A.A. Bunge (1803-1890) listed the name Cirsium
Iyratum, in an Enumeration of Northern Chinese
Plants, in March 1833. However this name was not
validly published, as it lacked a description or
diagnosis. In December 1833, Bunge used the generic
name Hemistepta (in Dorpater Jahrb. Litt.) and
Hemistepta lyrata for this plant, but these were
nomina nuda.

Fischer and Meyer took up Bunge's generic name,
but spelled it Hemisteptia. This was the first valid
publication of the genus and of Hemisteptia lyrata
(in 1835). The authorship is therefore Bunge ex
Fisch. & C.A.Mey., or in the abridged version,
merely Fisch. & C.A.Mey.
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This taxon was named Serratula carthamoides by
Roxburgh in 1814, but without description. A
description was provided in 1832, but the name is
illegitimate, as it had already been used by Poiret in
1804 for another species of Serratula. The
illegitimacy of this name was apparently not
realised at the time. Bentham transferred Serratula
carthamoides to the genus Saussurea in 1861, and
that name (Saussurea carthamoides (Roxb.) Benth.)
was used subsequently by all Australian botanists
until the 1980's.

The name Saussurea affinis DC. has been used for
many years in India. This apparently dates back to
Hooker (1882), who took up the name Saussured
affinis (from DeCandolle’s Prodromus, page 540)
and listed Hemisteptia lyrata as a synonym. But S.
affinis was referred to by DeCandolle only as a
synonym of Aplotaxis carthamoides, and the
descriptive phrases following the listing of “Sauss.
affinis Spreng.” refer back to A. carthamoides.
DeCandolle’s intentions are further clarified on
page 538, where he states that “S.[Saussurea]
affinis Spreng. = Aplotaxis carthamoides”.

One other synonym is relevant to Australia.
Mueller named Aplotaxis australasica (as
'Haplotaxis") from a specimen collected in central
Queensland, but this taxon was soon relegated to
synonymy under Saussurea carthamoides by
Bentham.

The nomenclature may be summarised-as follows:



Australian Systematic Botany Society Newsletter 98 (March 1999)

Hemisteptia lyrata Fisch. & C.A.Mey., Ind. Sem.
Hort. Petrop. 2: 38 (1835); Aplotaxis bungei DC.,
Prodr. 6: 539 (1838), nom. illeg.; Saussurea lyrata
(Fisch. & C.A.Mey.) Franch., Mem. Soc. Sci. Nat.
Cherbourg 24: 229 (1884).

Cirsium lyratum Bunge, Enum. PL. Chin. Bor. 2: 110
(1833), nom. nud.

Hemistepta lyrata Bunge, Dorpater Jahrb. Litt. 1:
221 (1833), nom. nud.

Type: from China

Serratula carthamoides Roxb., Hort. Bengal. 60
(1814), nom. nud.; Fl. Ind. ed. 2, 3: 407 (1832), nom.
illeg., non Poiret (1804); Aplotaxis carthamoides
(Roxb.) DC., Prodr. 6: 540 (1838), nom. illeg.;
Saussurea carthamoides (Roxb.) Benth., Fl. Hong
Kong 168 (1861), nom. illeg.; Hemisteptia
carthamoides (Roxb.) Kuntze, Rev. Gen. Pl. 1: 344
(1891), nom. illeg.

Type: from Nepal, cultivated at Calcutta Botanic
Garden

Saussurea affinis Spreng. ex DC., Prodr. 6: 540
(1838), nom. nud.

Aplotaxis australasica F.Muell. (as ‘Haplotaxis’),
Fragm. 1: 36 (1858). Type: [Queensland] Dawson
and Burnett Rivers

Distribution

Hemisteptia lyrata is recorded from Japan [Honshu,
Kyushu] (Ohwi 1965), Korea (Ohwi 1965), China
[Guangdong, Jiangsu, Yunnan, Sichuan, Shandong,
Shanxi, Hebei and Henan provinces] (Hu 1966),
Taiwan (Hui-Lin 1978), Okinawa (Walker 1976),
Nepal (Roxburgh 1832), India (Hooker 1882),
Bangladesh (Hooker 1882), Burma (Hooker 1882),
Thailand (Koyama 1981), Vietnam (specimen at
BRI), and Australia. Asian occurrences are between
latitudes 16°N and c. 44°N. It is apparently
confined to low alititudes; Koyama (1981) records it
between 100-200 metres.

It is reported (Hu 1966) to be a common weed in
fields of northern China. Ohwi (1965) states that in
Japan it grows on waste grounds, roadsides and
cultivated fields.

Collections in Australia

Hemisteptia lyrata was first recorded for Australia
by Robert Brown, who collected it in the Newcastle
area of New South Wales in 1804. Other early
records include the Dawson and Burnett Rivers by
Mueller in 1856, Keppel Bay (near Rockhampton)
by Thozet in the 1860's, and Clarence River by
Beckler in about 1860. Localities and collection

dates for specimens held in the Queensland
Herbarium and in the National Herbarium of New
South Wales are: Brookfield, Brisbane (1888); head
of Hastings River (c. 1890); Murwillumbah (1892);
Enoggera Creek, Brisbane (c. 1900); Coraki (1903);
Nambour (c. 1905-1920); Wallangbar [Wallangra?]
(1916); near Proserpine (c. 1930); Nambour (1951);
Mundubbera (1952); Monto (1952); Taree (1954)
and Blackall (1959).

In October 1998, I found a small population of
Hemisteptia lyrata west of Rolleston. It was
growing on an alluvial plain with Muehlenbeckia
florulenta Meisn., Leptochloa digitata (R.Br.) Domin,
Eleocharis pallens S.T.Blake and Eleocharis plana
S.T.Blake. There is no tree cover at the site, with the
trees having been removed many years ago. Nearby
remnants indicate that the site would have carried a
woodland of Eucalyptus coolabah Blakely & Jacobs.

Conservation status in Australia

Hemisteptia Iyrata is not currently listed as a Rare
or Threatened plant in Queensland. It was listed by
Thomas & McDonald (1989) with a ‘3K’ category,
which translates to "distribution > 100 km, poorly
known". Subsequently it was removed from the list.
H. lyrata was listed in Briggs and Leigh (1996) also
with the category '3K', This category has no legal
status under the Endangered Species Protection Act.
A cursory examination of the distribution of H.
Iyrata as given, for example, in Henderson (1997),
would suggest that it is quite a common and/or
widespread species. However, all the existing
records are old, with rio collections since 1959. It is
likely that the lack of collections over the last 40
years reflects a drastic decline in the total
population and distribution of the species in
Australia. The observed habitat is alluvial flats
with fertile soil. Throughout the former range of H.
Iyrata, many alluvial flats have been either cleared
for urbanisation or pasture (near the coast), cleared
for cropping or subject to intense grazing pressure
by cattle.

The other factor that needs to be discussed is
whether H. lyrata is native or naturalised. The
highly disjunct distribution, mainly in south-east
Asia and then in subtropical eastern Australia,
would suggest that its occurrence in Australia is the
result of assisted introduction by humans, but other
evidence points to it being indigenous to Australia.
Firstly, the species was collected (by Brown) very
soon after European colonisation, and subsequent
collections by Mueller and Thozet were made
before or just after the European settlement of the

11
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areas concerned. Secondly, some other species
which are considered to be Australian natives (e.g.
Rubus parvifolius, Youngia japonica, Carpesium
cernuum) have similarly disjunct distributions.
Thirdly, in south-east Asia, where Hemisteptia is
indisputably indigenous, it is referred to as "a weed
of cultivated fields and waste places” (Walker
1976). Hence it is clear that "weediness" is a poor
measure of "nativeness”. My own limited field
experience with H. lyrata indicates that it occurs on
somewhat disturbed sites, but the low frequency
observed does not in any way suggest weediness. It
occurred only away from the immediate roadside
where other definite weeds e.g. Urochloa panicoides
were growing,.

[ suggest that H. lyrata be regarded as an Australian
native species, even though there may be some small
degree of doubt that this is the case. Furthermore, in
a general context, where such doubt exists, it seems
logical that a conservative approach be taken, with
protection provided for rare taxa, until such time as
their native /naturalised status becomes clear. In
some cases (and indeed in this case), it may be found
that the Australian material is taxonomically
distinct from the overseas material.

H. lyrata is currently known from only one
population, with less than 20 individuals. I have
searched for this species around Brisbane, Monto
and especially in the Nambour area, but without
success. There is a projected decline in both the area
and quality of habitat, due to continued clearing,
cattle grazing and the spread of aggressive weeds
such as Parthenium hysterophorus L.

Applying the IUCN Red List criteria, Hemisteptia
Iyrata must be considered "Critically Endangered” in
Australia (criteria B, D).
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Serendipity

Alex George
‘Four Gables’, 18 Barclay Road
Kardinya, W. A. 6163

Another plant taxonomist appears unexpectedly in
a recent book—=Stan Blake, in ‘A Lifetime in the
Bush: The biography of Len Beadell’ by Mark
Shephard (Corkwood Press, 1998). Wearing just
shorts and shoes (no socks), but hair smoothed
down, Stan is standing with others of the CSIRO
party who surveyed the region between the Daly
and East Alligator Rivers, Northern Territory, from
June to October, 1946. Unfortunately there are no
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details of Stan’s involvement, though he was given

" the intriguing nickname ‘Basher’. Further on in the

book is what must be a very rare citation of a
herbarium sheet in a non-systematic paper. In 1989,
Len Beadell was asked to collect material of
Gyrostemon ramulosus for chemical analysis. This
he did, and the voucher, from the Great Victoria
Desert, is MEL 694274!
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Hunting the elusive Dillwynia

Peter Jobson
National Herbarium of NSW

The week before the Australia Day weekend, Peter
Weston and I set off to the western portion of the
Kosciusko National Park and adjoining Bago State
Forest to collect an unusual, unnamed species of
Dillwynia.

1t was first collected in 1962 with the vague locality
of Bago State Forest, “In trecless plain adjoining
Eucalyptus pauciflora and E. stellulata woodland”.
Not much to go on. Since then it had been collected
three times - in the early 1960’s “Near Brindabella,
on southern plateau” and in the early 80’s at Little
Peppercorn Plain, near Kiandra and on the Bogong
Range near Talbingo.

We opted for Little Peppercorn Plain first as it was
the most definite locality. This plain is about 30 km
north of Yarrangobilly Caves. Seeing Peter jumping
up and down with excitement is not a sight
commonly observed here at the NSW Herbarium, but
it did happen about 20 m off the road when we came
across our first plant. In fact, it was extremely
common in the area, both on the herbfield on a small
rise and along the edge of the nearly boggy creek.
It's rather an attractive thing with delicate “egg and
bacon” pea flowers nestled amongst the grasses and
sedges.

After this first sighting, we felt we had a search
image for its preferred habitat, and so made our way
to Tumbarumba, ready for our foray into Bago State
Forest the next day. The first swamp we visited had
heavily wooded margins with tea tree scrub and it
looked like an unlikely sort of place. I had given up
finding it here, but Peter decided to keep looking a

bit longer. His perseverance paid off and he found a
very healthy population in an area of the swamp
that shared associated species with Little
Peppercorn Plain. We also encountered our first
brumby pack in the area. It was a scene straight out
of The Man From Snowy River, with the horses
galloping down the dirt road, hooves thumping and
manes flying - all very cinematographic.

The Fates were kind to us that day and we were
able to find the new species growing in almost every
spot we had predicted. We also encountered a
number of brumbies and herds of cattle. On our way
to one of the swamps, the cattle thought we were
stalking them and had quickly scattered into the .
nearby forest. At other sites, the cattle had
disapproved of our presence, but we hadn’t worried
too much as they were all steers or calves. At one of
the last spots, however, we saw our first bull and
we noted the only decent escape route would be to
climb one of the staunchons of the nearby high
voltage lines, if the cattle had decided to take a
dislike to us. The last swamp we visited appeared
to have been drained by the local farmers and was
full of stock and heavily grazed. It had beena
Baeckea - Sphagnum swamp but was quite disturbed
now and was the only potential spot from which
the new Dillwynia was missing.

It had been a long day and we celebrated with a
particularly good cold beer (or was it more than one
- I can't remember) in Adaminaby, confident we had
a new species in hand.

13
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ASBS first summer series picnic

Peter Jobson
National Herbarium of NSW

On a perfect summer day, in mid January, a group of
just over 30 people braved the Sunday drivers and
made their way to Nielsen Park in Vaucluse to have
the first of a series of summer picnics for the Sydney
Chapter of ASBS. For the uninitiated, Vaucluse is
an eastern harbourside suburb full of people with
real incomes (not the sort awarded to Systematic
Botanists) and attitude. It is also a popular Sunday
picnic spot. Most of us, therefore, had to lug our
picnic gear for a good half kilometre and most of us
had a parking story to tell. Peter Weston's was the
best.

As they were slowly driving along the street
looking for a vacant spot, they noticed some people
getting into a car, and after the usual pleasantries
were exchanged they sat waiting for the car to
leave. On noticing this car vacating, another car
about 50 m further up the street came reversing
down. The driver, a rather suave man in designer
clothes and sunglasses, left his expensive car and
sauntered over to the Westons and said, “Hey
Guys! I'was here first.” Of course, they felt he had
missed his opportunity and as they had might on
their side (their car being bigger) they promptly
occupied the space. He then hovered around them,
while they unpacked, with what looked like evil
intent (they were expecting to have their tyres
slashed) even when it looked like they definitely
wouldn't be relinquishing their spot for such an
important person as himself. Its good to see Road
Rage in all its forms is still alive and well in
Sydney. He sat glowering at the Weston's for about
5 minutes until, much to everyone’s surprise, the car
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parked next to him vacated its spot and he got his
own space.

The Conns were late and so had to park in some
distant suburb. They therefore decided fo leave
their fire BBQ in the car in the hope of finding gas
BBQs in the park. Of course these had been
vandalised and removed years ago. It’s a sorry
sight, I can tell you, to see Barry on bended knee
begging to use the neighbouring picnicer’s BBQ. 1
can't believe they fell for the “feeding the starving
children” story.

Tim Entwisle brought a sizable contingent, so we
were able to commandeer a reasonable portion of
the swimming enclosure. We climbed onto the net
under the sign prohibiting us from doing so, we
destroyed the local ecosystem by pulling up the kelp
from the sea bed and overall managed to drive the
other swimmers away with our skylarking — the
usual things associated with a responsible society
such as ours. Peter Weston, while snorkelling,
found a marketable crab, but it was wise to him and
managed to escape.

Most of the afternoon was spent sleeping, eating,
playing boules (a type of lawn bowls) or just
enjoying languid conversation. The diehards such
as myself, Elizabeth Brown and the Conn contingent
finished off the day by invading a swank Double
Bay café to enjoy an end-of-the-day coffee.
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REVIEWS

1997 IUCN Red List of Threatened Plants

Edited by K.S.Walter and H.J.Gillett

IUCN - The World Conservation Union, Gland and Cambridge (1998). Ixiv +862 pp.
ISBN 2-8317-0328-X. Price not known

This massive A4 tome supersedes the long-out-of-
date edition of 1978 and lists 33 798 species of
vascular plants (of an estimated global flora of 270
000) as threatened, i.e. rare, vulnerable, endangered
or extinct. The categories approximate to those
developed for ROTAP but lack the supplementary
binary code that indicate geographical range,
population size and occurrence in conservation
reserves. The cutoff date for entry of taxa for the
published version was 22 May 1997.

Intrductory chapters explain the history
(originating with Peter Scott in 1963) and purpose
of the list, data sources, and organisation, including
the difficulties of combining lists from disparate
sources. Only the data from North America,
Australia, South Africa and Europe are described
as ‘reasonably robust.” Where a taxon is listed for
more than one region, its status is listed for each and
a global assessment given. For each taxon, one or
two references are given for further information.
Tables summarise such aspects as breakdown by
country and family. The ‘top ten” most threatened
areas are islands such as the Seychelles, Pitcairn

and Réunion. World-wide, 380 species are believed
to be extinct and 6522 endangered.

Overall, a very useful summary of the global
situation as it stood in May 1997. The data are
managed in a relational database at the World
Conservation Monitoring Centre, Cambridge,
England, currently averaging 100 changes and
additions a day. Further information can be found
at http:/ /www.rbge.org.uk/bgbase

It is notable that the non-vascular flora was
excluded because the ‘amount and quality of data . ..
are not yet adequate to give a reasonable global
overview.” In Australia we have made a start in
this direction (G.A.M.Scott et al., ‘A Conservation
Overview of Australian Non-marine Lichens,
Bryophytes, Algae and Fungi’, Wildlife Australia
1997), but this is clearly where far greater effort
must be made.

Alex George
‘Four Gables’, 18 Barclay Road
Kardinya, W.A. 6163

John Lindley 1799 - 1865, Gardener - Botanist and Pioneer Orchidologist,
Bicentenary Celebration Volume

Edited by William T. Stearn

Published by the Antique Collector’s Club in association with the Royal Horticultural Society.
ISBN 1 85149 296 8. 231 pages, frontispiece and 42 colour plates, 29 figures.
Hardcover 25 pounds (UK), $U548.65 from amazon.com.

This book is a joint work under the editorship of
Professor Stearn and to which he contributes the
general biography of Lindley. Also included are
two lectures by Lindley himself as well as self-
contained contributions from Phillip Cribb,

Christopher Brickell, William Chaloner, Brent
Elliott, Kathryn Bridge, William Tjaden and J.
Marguerite Allford touching on specific aspects of
Lindley’s interests. Notes on the ten parts
comprising this volume are given below.
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William Stearn served for twenty years as
Librarian of the Lindley Library, Royal
Horticultural Society (interrupted, however, by six
years serving in the Royal Air Force during of the
second world war) and so is ideally placed to
compile and edit this volume commemorating
Lindley’s works on the bicentenary of his birth.
As outlined by Stearn in his preface, perhaps the
major advantage that this work has over previous
biographies of Lindley was access to a recently
uncovered “treasure trove” of Lindley family
documentation from the Archives of British
Columbia in Victoria, Canada.

One of the fascinations with botanical biographies
such as this are the personal details and
interactions gleaned about historical figures whose
scientific achievements we consider regularly in our
own work.

For example, I was surprised to learn that Lindley
lost the sight of one eye as a child, although it
clearly didn’t impede his power of detailed
character observation or his ability to produce
accurate and visually pleasing botanical
illustrations, a number of which are presented
throughout this book.

I also enjoyed piecing together some of Lindley’s
relationship with Robert Brown throughout the
volume. From their meeting in Sir Joseph Bank’s
library and herbarium when Lindley first came to
London at the age of twenty, to Brown'’s
sponsorship of Lindley as a Fellow of the Royal
Society and his presence at Lindley’s inaugural
lecture as Professor of Botany at the University of
London, it is apparent that Brown played the role
of mentor to Lindley.

On Lindley’s side it is clear, especially from
comments made during his 1829 lecture, that his own
belief in natural systems of classification were
strongly influenced by Brown, as one of the first
Englishmen to utilise such a system, for his
Prodromus in 1810.

However, as Cribb describes in Part IV, they were
to fall out in 1830 over some apparently innocuous
remarks published by Lindley to which Brown took
offence but for which Lindley would not publicly
apologise. Their relationship never recovered. A
more detailed account of this episode and
subsequent enmity, from Brown’s perspective, can
be found in Mabberley (1985).
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Part I. The Life, Times and Achievements of
John Lindley, 1799-1865 - William T. Stearn. (45
pages)

Contains an account of Lindley’s childhood,
botanical career and his wide range of
horticultural, administrative, academic and
advisory roles. Sections are devoted to each of his
major publications, the various artists who
illustrated these works, and his roles with the
Horticultural Society, Chelsea Physic Garden and
the Royal Botanic Gardens Kew.

One and a half pages deal directly with Lindley’s
contribution to Australian botany. In it is briefly
covered Lindley’s identifications for Mitchell’s
expeditions into the interiors of eastern Australia
(Three Expeditions ..., 1838, 9) and tropical
Australia (Journal of an Expedition ..., 1848), as
well as his Sketch of the Vegetation of the Swan
River Colony (1839-40). It is interesting to consider
Stearn’s comment that after 1848 Lindley “never
again tackled such general floristic research”.

The part ends with a consideration of his
contribution to orchid taxonomy, the number of
generic (3) and specific (136) names commemorating
Lindley and the fate of his library and collections
after he died in 1865.

Part II. An introductory lecture delivered in the
University of London, April 30, 1829 - John
Lindley. (16 pages)

Lindley had been appointed as foundation
Professor of Botany in the previous year but this
was his inaugural lecture, attended not only by
students, but it seems, notaries and friends such as
Robert Brown.

The lecture provided a comprehensive overview of
the science of botany as it was understood then,
starting with a consideration of its history, both
ancient and recent. Given at a time when natural
systems had gained precedence over earlier
artificial systems of classification, it contains a
critique of the Linnean system as “a positive and
serious evil” while feting de Jussieu’s approach in
Genera Plantarum as “the second great step ...
towards the establishment of Botany upon sound
philosophical principles”. The first, of course, was
Linnaeus! Later he refines his feelings for the
Linnean system - “I do not object to it because it is
artificial ... but because it is superficial”.

Other remarks of interest include his definition of
systematists and why their ‘race’ arose, his criteria
for a ‘perfect’ system of Natural History, and his
concluding remark that botany “is a kind of
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knowledge which no person who wishes to receive
a finished education can dispense with”.

Part III. Botany and Medicine. Address
delivered at the commencement of the Medical
Session 1834-5, University of London on 1
October, 1834 - John Lindley. (17 pages)

This lecture, given to medical students, outlined the
role of botany in medicine and gave Lindley the
chance to present many examples illustrating the
practical importance of the study of botany.

Part IV. Lindley’s life-long love affair with
orchids - Phillip Cribb. (15 pages)

Lindley’s interest in the Orchidaceae is documented
here as beginning in 1821. His 7000-strong
herbarium, amassed through a global network of
collectors, and now held at Kew, helped him to
“corner the market” on orchid expertise and
information. Cribb summarises Lindley’s work on
the description, classification, illustration and
cultivation of orchids which saw him come to
dominate the horticulture and systematics of the
group for over forty years.

Part V. Lindley as a horticulturalist ~
Christopher D. Brickell. (17 pages)

John Lindley came from a family of Norwich
nurserymen, on leaving school he spent time in
Belgium collecting plants and seed, and by the age of
23 he had begun his life-long association with the
Royal Horticultural Society. So horticulture was a
constant thread in Lindley’s life, culminating in the
publication of his Theory and Practice of
Horticulture in 1855. Brickell goes on to document
Lindley’s role in education and the influential
report which helped see the Royal Gardens at Kew
become a public institution with a renewed focus on
science based around a herbarium, library and an
actively expanding living collection.

Part VI. Lindley and Hutton's ‘Fossil Flora of
Great Britain’ - William G. Chaloner. (15 pages)

In 1829 Lindley devoted around one tenth of his
introductory lecture (see Part II) to the key role
palaeobotany (then very much a fledgling science)
could play in the field of geology. “And whata
glorious field for inquiry! What an object for
scientific ambition to strike at!” he somewhat
breathlessly exclaimed.

In the same year he embarked on writing The Fossil
Flora of Great Britain with William Hutton, a

geologist working in the Newcastle (UK) coal fields,
a work which appeared in three volumes over the
next eight years. It consisted primarily of drawings
of fossil plants from the Carboniferous and Middle
Jurassic, with Lindley preparing the new names,
descriptions and notes on affinity.

Due perhaps to his many other commitments it
appears Lindley struggled to complete the third
volume and, according to Chaloner, was so
disenchanted with the subject that within a month of
completing the work he had “sent away” all related
documents and was selling off his books on the
subject!

Chaloner makes it clear that these volumes were a
great contribution to the field for which the authors
pioneered new techniques in the examination of
compression fossils, regretting however, that they
were not taken up by others for “nearly a century”.

Part VII. The Lindiey Library and John
Lindley’s Library - Brent Elliott. (16 pages)

The current Librarian of the RHS’ Lindley Library
documents in some detail the loss of the original
Lindley Library during the Societies financial
difficulties in the 1850’s, as well as the cataloguing,
contents and subjects of Lindley’s personal library.

Part VIII. Lindley documents in the British
Columbia Archives - Kathryn Bridge. (2 pages)

This brief section outlines the nature of the family
documentation kept by Lindley’s eldest daughter
Sarah and eventually deposited in the Archives of
British Columbia in Victoria, Canada, to be
unearthed in 1994. The archivist there and author
of this part, Ms Bridge has also written the
biography of Sarah Crease (nee Lindley).

Part IX. The Lindley Medal of the Royal
Horticultural Society - William L. Tjaden. (4

pages)

A short account of the striking of a medal in memory
of Lindley’s forty years of service to the Society and
awarded by the RHS for exhibitions of special
scientific or horticultural interest.

Part X. List of the Published Works of John
Lindley - J.M. Allford. (23 pages)

A comprehensive annotated list of Lindley’s
publications, originally compiled by Miss Allford
in 1953 but amended by Stearn to include certain
publication dates unknown at the time. Listed
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publications span the years 1819 - 1877, include
238 items organised by publication year, and run to
23 pages including a separate index.

As for the rest of the work, the colour plates are
largely of orchids, and most are colour lithographs
by Miss S.A. Drake, a small number are by Lindley
himself, and one or two each by various artists
including W.J. Hooker. Two of the plates are
portraits of Lindley at ages 35 and 63 by C. Fox and
E.U. Eddis, respectively.

Perhaps most intriguing is plate 20, an example of
type sheets from the Lindley herbarium at Kew
where the specimen is mounted directly onto one of
these remarkable illustrations. Finally, the end-
papers are taken from four of the colour plates
within, making the volume attractive for those with
an eye for orchids or excellence in botanical
illustration.

This biography of John Lindley is well-conceived
and researched and summarises in a reasonable
length the major threads of a full life spent in the

pursuit of the precise and scientific synthesis of
botanical taxonomy, horticulture and education.
A worthy addition to any botanical library and a
rewarding and informative read, it will sit well
next to the biographies of his peers from this near-
legendary period in the history of botany.
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Adventrop Doc - Les adventices d'Afrique soudano-sahéliene

Adventrop Doc is a multimedia interactive
identification aid to the major introduced weedy
plants of cotton, maize, peanuts, and sorghum
plantations of the soudano-sahéliene region of
tropical West Africa. The soudano-sahéliene
climatic region has an annual rainfall of 900-1200
mm and a dry season of 6 months. This is a CD-Rom
version of Bourgeois and Merlier's book (1995), of
the same name, and provides information for 142
species.

Installation of the Adventrop Doc software is
extremely simple and rapid, guided by clear
instructions with the CD-Rom. There are several
installation options available. This software was
developed by P. Grard using Visual Basic 3.0 and
Visual C/C++ 1.0.

This is an interesting example of the use of the CD-
Rom medium as an identification aid. Adventrop Doc
is extremely graphical. It uses readily identifiable
icons throughout and the key is navigated using
only illustrations. Characters are selected by
‘clicking’ on a stylised diagram of a plant and its
parts. Selected character-states are also presented
graphically and chosen by using the left mouse
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button. Re-clicking on a feature enables it to be
removed from the identification process. The number
of Taxa matching the character-states selected is
listed. The key is extremely simple to use, without
the need for botanical terminology (and the French
language).